Recognition for peer review  by Mullan, Zoë
Comment
www.thelancet.com/lancetgh   Vol 4   November 2016 e784
Recognition for peer review
In an age when everything from sparrows to toilets 
has its own international day (March 20 and Nov 19, 
respectively, in case you were wondering), it’s perhaps 
no surprise that the scholarly publishing community has 
got in on the act. This week is Peer Review Week.
Organised by representatives from publishers, 
the Committee on Publication Ethics (COPE), Sense 
about Science, ORCID (the organisation that provides 
authors with unique digital identiﬁ ers), and others, 
the week’s aim is “celebrating the essential role that 
peer review plays in maintaining scientiﬁ c quality”. 
Quality is particularly essential for a “high impact” 
journal such as The Lancet Global Health. Readers expect 
the papers we publish to be novel, robust, deﬁ nitive, 
and generalisable—a tall order, of course, and one that 
needs a great deal of expertise to identify. All articles 
chosen for peer review are therefore sent to at least four 
reviewers—three subject or regional experts and one 
statistician. These experts are selected individually for 
each paper on the basis of the editor’s own knowledge 
of the researchers active in the ﬁ eld as well as a bespoke 
literature review. The reviewers we recruit are therefore 
generally at the top of their ﬁ eld and provide us with 
an extensive critical appraisal that can go on for several 
pages. Sometimes they perform a second review of the 
revised paper. Sometimes they also write Comment 
pieces to accompany the research article when it 
is published. 
In short, our reviewers are an integral part of the 
journal, and we are taking the opportunity Peer Review 
Week aﬀ ords to publicly acknowledge and sincerely 
thank all those who reviewed for us over the past 
12 months (appendix). These reviewers will also receive 
a small token of appreciation at the end of the year.
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